[Spinal epidural abscesses: report of 5 cases].
Five cases of acute spinal epidural abscess, all in male, two of them in children (6 and 7 years old) and the others in patients older than fifty years are reported. In four cases the pathology was related to skin infection and the staphylococcus was the main agent. All the patients had a severe infectious clinical picture, pain on the spine, radicular or spinal cord involvement or both. There was a delay in diagnosis showing that this pathology is still rather unknown. The cases were treated surgically. Two patients died, two had a complete recovery and the last one recovered with neurological deficit. The patients who died had impairment of the cervical cord and were operated on in very bad general and neurological conditions. Revision of literature was performed and the authors discussed the various aspects of this disease.